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Concept Note 
 

Background 
 
The Asian and Pacific Network for Testing of Agricultural Machinery (ANTAM) was 
launched at the Regional Policymakers’ Roundtable on ANTAM on 18 November 
2013 in Bangkok, Thailand with the adoption of the Terms of Reference (ToR). The 
ensuing Governing Council of CSAM decided that the first annual meeting of the 
Network would be held in 2014 with an aim to, inter alia, approve the Network’s 
work plan and set up its operational structure. 
 
ANTAM is a regional network composed of government representatives and national 
testing stations of agricultural machinery of participating countries, research institutes, 
associations related to agricultural mechanization and farmers organizations. AMTAM 
is aimed to promote harmonization of testing codes and standards of agricultural 
machinery applied in the Asia-Pacific region that address quality, performance, 
occupational safety and environmental aspect of agricultural machinery. It provides a 
regional platform for member countries to exchange technologies, share knowledge, 
expertise and best practices to upgrade the existing testing capacity and promote 
quality of agricultural machinery.  
 
To date, 17 countries1 have joined the five rounds of informal consultations of the 
Technical Working Group (TWG) of the Network, and a Steering Committee 
                                                        
1 Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua 

New Guinea, Philippines, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam.  
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comprising FAO, OECD, UNIDO and ENTAM has been set up. Fifteen countries 
have designated national focal points for ANTAM.  
 
Objectives 
 
The 1st annual meeting of ANTAM will adopt the work plan of ANTAM, set up the 
operational structure of the Network, and deliberate on the draft simplified 
methodology of sprayers. 
 
Key Expected Outputs 
 
The targeted outputs include: 
l Presentation by member countries on the status of agricultural machinery testing; 
l Adoption of the work plan; 
l Election of Chair, Vice Chair, Lead focal point of ANTAM, the Technical 

Working Group 2014-2015; 
l Decision on the operation modality of the Network and partnerships. 
 
Date and Venue 
 
The 1st annual meeting of ANTAM will be convened on 16-19 September, in Beijing, 
China in parallel with the Session V of 18th World Congress of International 
Commission of Agricultural and Bio-systems Engineering. 
 
Participants 
 
Participants from member countries, particularly, focal points for ANTAM, 
government officials, technical experts working on agricultural machinery testing, 
representatives of the private sector, associations related to agricultural mechanization, 
development partners and relevant UN agencies. 

 
 
 


